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SUBJECT: FIRE AT ARUN GAS PIELD: MEDIA REACTION 

REF: MEDAN 0181 

1 . LOW-CIRCULATION MERCU SUAR WAS ONLY MEDAN DAILY TO CARRY 
REPORT ON FIRE AT ARUN. ACCOUNT, APPARENTLY NOT REPEAT NOT 
BASED ON OPFICIAL PRESS RELEASE, STATED THAT RESIDENTS HAVE 
BEEN EVACUATED PROM AREA WITHIN TWO-KILOMETER RADIUS OP 
BLAZE AND THAT MORE SOPHISTICATED PIRE-PIGHTING EQUIPMENT IS 
ENROUTE PROM U.S. MERCU SUAR GOES ON TO QUOTE "POREIGN EXPERT" 
(OTHERWISE UNIDENTIPIED) AS SAYING EIRE IS "QUITE SEVERE" AND "BIGGEST 

EVER IN THE HISTORY OP OIL EXPLORATION, AT LEAST IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA." "EXPERT" THEN STATES THAT, IP ONLY LOCAL PIRE-PIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT WERE USED, IT WOULD TAKE TWO YEARS TO EXTINGUISH EIRE. 

THE EPPECT OP SUCH A DELAY WOULD "BE FATAL" FOR THE ARUN PROJECT, 

HE CONSLUDED. MERCU SUAR CITES "SOME SOURCES" AS BLAMING THE 
BLAZE ON NEGLIGENCE ON THE PART OP THE DRILLING CREW. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS LIKELY THAT OTHER MEDAN PAPERS WILL REPORT 
ON ARUN EVENTS SOON. TWO SOURCES FROM INDONESIAN BUSINESS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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COMMUNITY HAVE ALREADY ASKED CONSULATE WHEN RED ADAIR IS EXPECTED 
TO ARRIVE, EVIDENTLY HAVING HEARD OF MOBIL’S PLANS TO BRING 
IN ADAIR FROM MOBIL EMPLOYEES OR THE PATTERS' DEPENDENTS. 

THUS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE COMPANY'S DESIRE TO 

PREVENT RUMORS AND SPECULATION BY KEEPING REPORTS OP DEVELOPMENTS 

AT ARU IN OPFICIAL MOBIL/PERTAMINA CHANNELS IS BEING 

FRUSTRATED BY VERBAL INDISCRETIONS WITHIN THE PETROLEUM COMMUNITY 
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